BOP Kindergarten Lesson 1

Theme: All About Me: Bus Friends

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we are reading Bus Friends, by Kristen Buhler, a story about making new friends on the school bus. We are also creating a take-home book about your child. Ask your child about the story and the book.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Talk about all the exciting new things your child will learn in kindergarten, such as the alphabet, writing his/her name, and counting. Discuss ways your child can make a new friend at school.

2. Each day, give your child opportunities to practice spelling his/her first name out loud, and give help as needed. If your child knows how to spell his/her first name, try the last name.

3. Say or sing the alphabet together. Pause when you get to the first letter of your child’s first name and do an action: jump up, clap your hands, or turn around.


_______________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


_______________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 2

Theme: All About Me: Bus Friends

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we are rereading Bus Friends, by Kristen Buhler, about making new friends on the school bus. We are also continuing to create a take-home book about your child. Ask your child about the story and the book.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Practice conversation turn-taking by discussing topics and events with your child or by role-playing conversations between puppets or stuffed animals. Show how to answer a question and follow up with a related question to continue the conversation. Aim for several exchanges about a topic. For example:

What is your favorite food?
I love spaghetti! What do you like to eat?
My favorite food is pizza. Do you like pizza, too?
I do! Pepperoni pizza is the best. What kind of pizza do you like?

2. Each day, give your child opportunities to practice saying the days of the week and the date (day of the week, month, day number, year). Together, count the days to upcoming events or special days, such as Thursday swimming lessons, family birthdays, or holidays.

3. Say or sing the alphabet together. Pause when you get to the first letter of your child’s name and do an action: jump up, clap your hands, or turn around.


_______________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


_______________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 3

Theme: All About Me: Ruby in Her Own Time
Letter: g g (dots 1-2-4-5)
Word: go g (dots 1-2-4-5)
Color: green
Numbers: 1 #a, 2 #b (number 1 is dots 3-4-5-6, 1; number 2 is dots 3-4-5-6, 1-2)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we are reading the book Ruby in Her Own Time, in which a baby duck learns and grows at her own pace. Ask your child about the story.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Use a tactile system to mark your child’s height on a wall or other surface every few months. Your child will enjoy checking to see how quickly he or she is growing. You can also use different kinds of markers to record the heights of other family members. Ask your child’s teacher for tactile materials if you need them.

2. Have family members discuss times when it took them longer to learn something than their friends.

3. Go to a park or zoo and observe ducks playing. Show the child a feather to feel, if possible.

4. Name objects in your home, yard, garden, or refrigerator that are green.

5. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days.
· Practice reading and writing the letter g and the numbers 1 and 2.
· Together, look for and/or label items in your home that begin with g, such as gallon, garbage bag, and garage.


_______________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visually Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


_______________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Alphabet and Number Cards

Dear Parent/Guardian,

Your child will greatly benefit from practicing new braille skills with you. These alphabet and number cards and stickers are yours to keep for use at home. 

Each braille symbol is a combination of dots within a six-dot unit called a “cell.” The cell is three dots high and two dots wide, sized to fit comfortably under the pads of the fingers. = 

	a
	b
	c
	d
	e
	f
	g
	h
	I
	j
	k
	l
	m
	n
	o
	p
	q
	r
	s
	t
	u
	v
	w
	x
	y
	z

	a
	b
	c
	d
	e
	f
	g
	h
	i
	j
	k
	l
	m
	n
	o
	p
	q
	r
	s
	t
	u
	v
	w
	x
	y
	z



Some braille symbols have more than one meaning. The first 10 letters (a–j) become the numerals (1–9 and 0) when preceded by the number sign. #

	#a
	#b
	#c
	#d
	#e
	#f
	#g
	#h
	#i
	#j
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Numbers with multiple digits require only one number sign:

#aj		#be  	#cgi
10 		25		379

To learn more about braille, visit https://braillebug.org/braille/.

Braille is read left to right, typically using both hands. Your child will need time and practice to develop good reading technique, and you can help by encouraging your child to extend all the fingers on two hands while reading. The pointer fingers are the reading fingers, and the pads of the middle and ring fingers should lightly touch the card as your child tracks. Experienced, efficient braille readers typically use curved fingers that slide lightly across the line as if the reader is stroking velvet. 

Helpful tips:

· Orient cards by placing the cut corner to the top right, so that the braille is right side up.
· It is easiest to read braille at waist level so that arms and hands can move freely while reading.
· Use letter stickers to label items (for example, label a print book with the first letter of the title, or label belongings with the owners’ initials). 
· Allow the child to locate and manipulate the materials independently. 
· If your child has difficulty reading or remembering a letter or number, give hints about its sound or shape, or simply name it and practice again later.
· Practice at times when a quiet activity is needed (for example, waiting at the doctor’s office or sitting in the car).
· If your child loses interest or shows fatigue, it is time to stop. It is best to spend a little time each day rather than working for a longer period once or twice a week. 

Remember to make practice fun! As your child’s skills increase, invent games in which he/she can read the cards. Of course, if your child has an idea for a game, let him/her direct the activity.

Examples for games:

1. Talk about favorite things that start with a particular letter.
2. From a group of three cards, ask your child to choose the card with the letter that begins his/her name.
3. Pick a card, read the letter, say its sound, and think of words that start with that sound. Make up silly phrases with those words. For the letter p, you might say, “Pink and purple ponies pick pumpkins.”
4. Ask the child a number question such as, “How many fingers do you have on one hand?” Then give the child three cards to choose from—one with the correct answer on it.
5. Shuffle three consecutive number cards and ask the child to put them in counting order from left to right.

I will be happy to suggest additional activities, resources, and materials to assist you. Your involvement and encouragement are extremely important to your child’s success.


______________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 4
Review letters and numbers:
g
1, 2

Theme and Story: “All About Me”
Letters: c c (dots 1-4),  y y (dots 1-3-4-5-6)
Words: can c (dots 1-4), you y (dots 1-3-4-5-6), 
my my (dots 1-3-4, 1-3-4-5-6)
Color: yellow
Number: 3 #c (dots 3-4-5-6, 1-4)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, your child will retell the story of Ruby in Her Own Time. Later in the lesson, we will read a short story titled “All About Me.” 

Please try to do one or more of the following activities with your child. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. In the story “All About Me,” children talk about their likes and dislikes. Allow your child to try some different foods, activities, games, exercises, music, and so forth. Then ask your child to express his/her likes and dislikes and explain why.

1. Find things in your home or at the store that are always yellow such as ripe bananas, daffodils, lemons, and corn. Allow your child to explore the items and use descriptive words as you talk about them. For example, lemons are small, round, and taste tart.

1. Practice left and right with your child. Play a game such as Simon Says using left and right and body parts. For example, Simon Says touch your right knee, left ankle, or right ear.

1. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days.
· Practice reading and writing the letters c and y and the number 3. Review reading and writing the letter g and the numbers 1 and 2.
· Throughout this lesson, we will be learning the sounds of the letters c and y. Together, look for and/or label items in your home that begin with c and y such as coins, cups, crackers, yarn, yogurt, and yard.


_________________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


_________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.

BOP Kindergarten Lesson 5
Review letters and numbers:
c, g, y
1, 2, 3

Theme: All About Me: “No Hurry”
Letters: i i (dots 2-4), l l (dots 1-2-3)
Words: I ,I (dots 6, 2-4), like l (dots 1-2-3)
Color: blue
Number: 4 #d (dots 3-4-5-6, 1-4-5)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In the story for this lesson, “No Hurry,” a young boy is excited about starting kindergarten. Ask your child about the story.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. If you have not done so already, help your child choose a favorite backpack to carry items to and from school on a daily basis. Pick a spot to routinely store his backpack at home. Remind him to place the backpack in this same spot every day so that he can easily locate it. It is important to begin practicing organizational skills early.

2. One of the vocabulary words in this lesson is decide. Allow your child to make a decision for the family or himself (what to wear, the dinner menu, an afternoon activity).

3. Talk to your child about what it means to wait for something. Encourage him to be patient while waiting for something to happen, for example, waiting his turn for an activity or waiting in line at the store or amusement park.

4. Identify objects in your home or yard that are blue.

5. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days.
· Practice reading and writing the letters i and l and the number 4. Select a few review letters and numbers to read and write.
· Throughout this lesson, we will be learning the short sound of the letter i and the sound of the letter l. Together, look for and/or label items in your home that begin with i and l such as an instrument, (toy) insect, lamp, leaf, or lemon.


___________________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number

___________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 6
Review letters and numbers:
c, g, i, l, y
1, 2, 3, 4

Theme: Transportation: We All Go Traveling By
Letters: a a (dot 1), h h (dots 1-2-5)
Words: a a (dot 1), have h (dots 1-2-5),
the ! (dots 2-3-4-6)
Color: orange
Number: 5 #e (dots 3-4-5-6, 1-5)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we are reading the book We All Go Traveling By, which is a song about different modes of transportation and sounds they make. Ask your child about the book.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Discuss different ways your family has traveled: car, bus, train, plane, or other mode of transportation. Why did you choose that way to travel? Where did your family go? How far was it?

2. Find objects that are orange in your home, community, or grocery store, such as a basketball, orange, carrot, traffic cone, or safety vest.

3. Talk about opposites in directions such as left/right or top/bottom. Play a word game in which you name a word and your child says the opposite, such as light/dark, in/out, yes/no.

4. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days.
· Practice reading and writing the letters a and h, and the number 5. Select a few review letters and numbers to read and write.
· Throughout this lesson, we will be learning the sounds of the letters a and h. Together, look for and/or label items in your home that begin with a and h, such as apple, animal, hammer, or hat.


_________________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


_________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 7
Review letters and numbers:
a, c, g, h, i, l, y 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Theme: Transportation: “The Big Trip” 
Letters: w w (dots 2-4-5-6), x x (dots 1-3-4-6)
Words: will w (dots 2-4-5-6), it x (dots 1-3-4-6)
Color: brown
Number: 6 #f (dots 3-4-5-6, 1-2-4)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, your child will retell the book We All Go Traveling By. Later in the lesson, we will read a short story titled “The Big Trip.”

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Choose one or more vehicles to explore up close: a car (different sizes), truck, city bus, or school bus. Encourage your child to find and explore the parts on the outside of the vehicle: front, back, doors, handles, wheels, lights, windshield, hood, trunk, and license plate. Walk around the vehicle to experience the size and length, and count the tires. What color is it? Talk about how many people could ride in it.

2. Go on a scavenger hunt and find six objects that are brown, such as a potato, peanut butter, coffee, nuts, chocolate, grocery bag, cardboard box, stuffed animal, pet, wood, shoes, or dirt. Talk about hair or eye color (for example, does anyone in the family or neighborhood have brown hair or eyes?).

3. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days.
· Practice reading and writing the letters w and x, and the number 6. Select a few review letters and numbers to read and write.
· Throughout this lesson, we will be learning the sounds of the letters w and x. Together, look for and/or label items in your home that begin with w, such as wall, water faucet, window, wallet, washcloth, watch, or waffle. Instead of finding objects that begin with x, try acting out these words that end in x: mix and fix.


__________________________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


__________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 8
Review letters and numbers:
a, c, g, h, i, l, w, x, y
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Theme: Transportation: “Addie’s Lake Adventure”
Letter: n n (dots 1-3-4-5)
Word: not n (dots 1-3-4-5)
Color: white
Number: 7 #g (dots 3-4-5-6, 1-2-4-5)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we will read the story “Addie’s Lake Adventure,” about a young girl named Addie and her birthday adventure on a motorboat. Ask your child about the story.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. If you have recreational boating in your area, go and look at boats either at a sporting goods store, dealership, or marina. Compare sizes, types, and how many people they’re designed for. Try on life jackets (also called personal flotation devices, or PFDs).

2. Find or make a small toy boat that can float in the sink or bathtub. Talk about what kind of boat it is (sailboat, kayak, motorboat, etc.).

3. Point out items that are white in your home, such as paper napkins, computer paper, sheets, towels, toilet, and sink. Find items in the refrigerator that are white, such as eggs, bread, or milk.

4. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days.
· Practice reading and writing the letter n and the number 7. Select a few review letters and numbers to read and write.
· Throughout this lesson, we will be learning the sound of the letter n. Together, look for and/or label items in your home that begin with n, such as nuts, noodles, napkin, necklace, nickel, or necktie.

The next lesson (Lesson 9) will be a checkup of skills and concepts from Lessons 1 through 8.


____________________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


____________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 10
Review letters and numbers:
a, c, g, h, i, l, n, w, x, y
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Theme: Weather and Seasons: Storm is Coming!
Letters: d d (dots 1-4-5), t t (dots 2-3-4-5)
Words: do d (dots 1-4-5), that t (dots 2-3-4-5),
we we (dots 2-4-5-6, dots 1-5)
Shapes: Review circle, square, triangle, rectangle
Color: black
Number: 8 #h (dots 3-4-5-6, 1-2-5)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we are reading the book Storm is Coming!, which is about a farmer preparing the animals on his farm for bad weather. Ask your child about the story.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Go outside and feel the weather with your child; talk about that day’s weather (sun on your back, wind on your face, etc.).

2. Listen to a weather forecast together with your child. Point out words the meteorologist uses to describe the weather conditions (sunny, cold, rainy, windy, stormy, calm, etc.)

3. A new word in this lesson’s story is nod. Because nodding is usually learned through visual observation, it needs to be taught to a child with a visual impairment. Tell your child that people nod to show agreement. Demonstrate how a person nods and help her practice throughout the week.

4. The color black, the darkest color, is our color for this lesson. Talk to your child about items that are black, such as dirt, storm clouds, and some clothing items. Black is often used to describe the night; take your child outdoors during the daytime and at night. Stand together for a moment and see if she can feel and describe the difference between light daytime and dark nighttime.

5. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days.
· Practice reading and writing the letters d and t and the number 8. Select a few review letters and numbers to read and write.
· Throughout this lesson, we will be learning the sounds of the letters d and t. Together, look for and/or label items in your home that begin with d and t such as door, desk, deck, table, toaster, and television.


__________________________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


__________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.

BOP Kindergarten Lesson 11

Theme: Weather and Seasons: “One Season After Another”Review letters and numbers:
a, c, d, g, h, i, l, n, t, w, x, y
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8

Letters: u u (dots 1-3-6), p p (dots 1-2-3-4)
Words: us u (dots 1-3-6), people p (dots 1-2-3-4),
for = (dots 1-2-3-4-5-6)
Color: purple
Number: 9 #i (dots 3-4-5-6, 2-4)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, your child will retell the story of Storm is Coming! Later in the lesson, we will read a short story titled “One Season After Another.”

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. This lesson focuses on the four seasons of the year. Talk to your child about the seasons of the year. Share your favorite and why you like it. Discuss some family events that have occurred or might occur in a particular season, such as your child’s birthday, a visit to grandparents, or a special family holiday celebration.

2. In the short story, “One Season After Another,” we talk about the cycle of the seasons. Point out to your child other examples of cycles, such as the washing machine cycle or your child’s daily schedule.

3. In this lesson, we will continue to talk about weather conditions. Step outside with your child and check the day’s weather conditions. Stand still, listen, and feel the air. Talk about whether it is hot, windy, or some other weather condition. Think about what activities might be good for such a day: swimming, reading, playing indoors, building a snowman, playing in rain puddles.

4. The color purple is our color for this lesson. Identify objects in your home or yard that are purple, such as fruits (plums or grapes), an article of clothing, or flowers (violets, irises).

5. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days.
· Practice reading and writing the letters u and p and the number 9. Select a few review letters and numbers to read and write.
· Throughout this lesson, we will be learning the short sound of the letter u and the sound of the letter p. Together, look for and/or label items in your home that begin with u and p such as umbrella, undershirt, upstairs, paper, pencil, porch, pan, potato, or purse.


__________________________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


__________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 12
Review letters and numbers:
a, c, d, g, h, i, l, n, p, t, u, w, x, y
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9

Theme: Weather and Seasons: “An Awesome Day!”
Letter: s s (dots 2-3-4)
Words: so s (dots 2-3-4)
Color: pink
Numbers: 0 #j (dots 3-4-5-6, 2-4-5),
10 #aj (dots 3-4-5-6, 1, 2-4-5)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we will read the story “An Awesome Day!,” about two friends that meet a new student at school who moved from a different state. Ask your child about the story.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Choose a relative or close friend that lives in a place very different from your hometown. Talk to your child about that place, its weather and the clothes people wear, and special festivals or events that occur there.

2. Recall with your child a time when he/she was the “new” person at school, a party, or a new activity (e.g., dance or swim class). How did your child feel? Did someone make him/her feel welcome? Discuss good ways to make a new student feel welcome.

3. One of the new words in the story is “introduce.” Share with your child how a person introduces himself/herself and how one person introduces another. Demonstrate how you introduce yourself to someone, and take turns introducing each other.

4. Pink is the new color this week. Talk about objects or things that might be pink such as flowers, hearts on Valentine’s Day, or bubble gum. Point out one or two items in your home that are pink.

5. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days.
· Practice reading and writing the letter s and the numbers 0 and 10. Select a few review letters and numbers to read and write.
· Throughout this lesson, we will be learning the sound of the letter s. Together, look for and/or label items in your home that begin with s such as sock, salt, soccer ball, scissors, and seeds.


__________________________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


__________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 13
Review letters and numbers:
a, c, d, g, h, i, l, n, p, s, t, u, w, x, y 
0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

Theme: School and Community Helpers:
Last Stop on Market Street
Letters: m m (dots 1-3-4), r r (dots 1-2-3-5)
Words: more m (dots 1-3-4), rather r (dots 1-2-3-5),
is is (dots 2-4, dots 2-3-4)
Color: red

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we are reading the book Last Stop on Market Street, which is about a boy who takes the bus with his grandmother to help at a soup kitchen. Ask your child about the story.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Visit different places in the community, such as the post office, fire department, bakery, and bank with your child. Talk about the role these places and people who work there have in the community.

2. Ask a relative or family friend with a community helper role (police officer, bus driver, nurse, farmer, etc.) to talk with your child about his/her job. Encourage your child to ask questions.

3. Find things in your home or at the store that are most commonly red such as ripe strawberries, ripe tomatoes, and cherries. Allow your child to explore the items and use descriptive words as you talk about them. For example, cherries are small, round, smooth on the outside, and taste sweet.

4. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days.
· Practice reading and writing the letters m and r. Select a few review letters and numbers to read and write.
· Throughout this lesson, we will be learning the sounds of the letters m and r. Together, look for and/or label items in your home that begin with m and r such as microwave, mail, mirror, refrigerator, ribbon, and robe.


____________________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


____________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 14
Review letters and numbers:
a, c, d, g, h, i, l, m, n, p, r, s, t, u, w, x, y 
0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

Theme: School and Community Helpers:
“Luna in the Sky”
Letters: e e (dots 1-5), f f (dots 1-2-4)
Words: every e (dots 1-5), from f (dots 1-2-4)
Number: 11 #aa (dots 3-4-5-6, 1, 1)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we are rereading the book Last Stop on Market Street, which is about a boy who takes the bus with his grandmother to help at a soup kitchen. Ask your child about the story.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Anyone can be a community helper! Volunteer at a school, religious, or other community event. Talk about what it means to be a volunteer and what volunteers do. Ask members of the family to share their experiences of when they volunteered and what they enjoyed about volunteering.

2. Take a ride on a public bus and greet the bus driver. Listen and identify the sounds on the bus, such as the door opening and closing, the clink of coins, the “ding” when someone requests a stop, and the voice announcing the stops. Describe the places you pass on the bus. Name the community helpers you pass along the way.

3. Choose a school helper (such as the secretary, custodian, or lunch staff member), and make and decorate a thank you card for that person.

4. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days.
· Practice reading and writing the letters e and f and the number 11. Select a few review letters and numbers to read and write.
· Throughout this lesson, we will be learning the sounds of the letters e and f. Together, look for and/or label items in your home and community that begin with e and f such as egg, envelope, evergreen, and fork, food, foot, face, family. Act out words such as exercise, exit, follow, and fun.


______________________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


______________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 15
Review letters and numbers:
a, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, l, m, n, p, r, s, t, u, w, x, y 
0 through 11

Theme: School and Community Helpers:
“A Very Special Community Helper”
Letter: b b (dots 1-2)
Words: but b (dots 1-2), with ) (dots 2-3-4-5-6),
play play
Number: 12 #ab (dots 3-4-5-6, 1, 1-2)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we will read the story “A Very Special Community Helper,” about a community helper who visits a kindergarten class. Ask your child about the story.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Ask your child to think of a few things he/she would like to learn or know about a favorite community helper. Help him/her find information by reading a book from the school or public library or researching the community helper on the Internet.

2. Allow your child to help take a piece of mail to the mailbox or check the mail. Visit and explore your community’s post office.

3. Role-play various situations with your child by allowing him/her to pretend to be different community helpers. Use the following examples as a guide.
· Construction worker: Pretend to build houses and buildings.
· Teacher: Pretend to be the teacher while you are the student.
· Dentist: Pretend to check your teeth.
· Cook: Pretend to make food.
· Clerk: Pretend to sell things and be a cashier.

4. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days.
· Practice reading and writing the letter b and the number 12. Select a few review letters and numbers to read and write.
· Throughout this lesson, we will be learning the sound of the letter b. Together, look for and/or label items in your home that begin with b such as bathroom/bathtub, banana, bag, books, bed, and basket.


__________________________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


__________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 16
Review letters and numbers:
a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, l, m, n, p, r, s, t, u, w, x, y 
0 through 12 

Theme: Five Senses: Our Five Senses 
Letters: k k (dots 1-3), v v (dots 1-2-3-6)
Words: knowledge k (dots 1-3), very v (dots 1-2-3-6),
at at, look look
Number: 13 #ac (dots 3-4-5-6, 1, 1-4)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we are reading the book Our Five Senses, which is about learning and gathering information through hearing, touching, tasting, smelling, and seeing. Ask your child about the book.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Throughout the week, help your child learn more about senses by having “Senses Hunts” around your house. You may wish to choose a different sense per day. Examples of things your child might find are listed below for each sense. For each hunt, discuss the items using descriptive words. Encourage your child to express his/her reactions to the various sensory information. Ask him/her to share likes and dislikes and the reasons why.
· Hearing: mixer/blender, running water, washer/dryer, door/doorbell, cat or dog, TV, radio, vacuum, hair dryer, phone
· Touch: pet fur, blankets, counter tops, sandpaper, rug/carpet, clothing textures, wooden surfaces, furniture
· Taste: Foods that are sweet (fruit, candy), sour (lemon, lime), salty (chip, pretzel), spicy (chili, garlic, pepper, pepperoni), bitter (grapefruit, some lettuce, black coffee), bland (plain crackers or bread)
· Smell: food, coffee, spices, candles, perfume, pets
· Seeing: If your child has low vision, encourage him/her to explore this sense as well.

2. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days.
· Practice reading and writing the letters k and v and the number 13. Select a few review letters and numbers to read and write.
· Throughout this lesson, we will be learning the sounds of the letters k and v. Together, look for and/or label items in your home that begin with k and v, such as kitchen, ketchup, key, vegetable, vacuum, and vanilla.


__________________________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


__________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 17
Review letters and numbers:
a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, k, l, m, n, p, r, s, t, u, v, w, x, y 
0 through 13

Theme: Five Senses: “Luke Stands Out”
Letters: o o (dots 1-3-5), j j (dots 2-4-5) 
Words: just j (dots 2-4-5), jump jump 
Number: 14 #ad (dots 3-4-5-6, 1, 1-4-5)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, your child will retell information learned in the book Our Five Senses. Later in the lesson, we will read a short story titled “Izzy and Luke Stand Out.” 

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. This week’s short story uses the phrase “stand out.” Talk with your child about what it means to stand out (to be noticed for doing something special or to be really good at something), and about how he/she stands out or would like to stand out. 

2. Also in this lesson, your child will be using sensory words to describe things. For example, it smells _____, it tastes _____, it feels _____. Take turns describing things around the house in this manner and trying to guess what they might be.

3. Take a “sensory drive” with your child, which might include a restaurant drive-through, a ride in the country, a trip downtown, or a visit to a park. Roll the windows down and talk about the smells and sounds you may hear in these places. If possible, get out of the car to walk around and explore.

4. On another day, return to one of the places your child explored before. Ask your child to use his/her senses to get some clues about where you might be. 

5. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days.
· Practice reading and writing the letters o and j and the number 14. Select a few review letters and numbers to read and write.
· Throughout this lesson, we will be learning the short sound of the letter o and the sound of letter j. Together, look for and/or label items in your home that begin with o and j, such as olive, office, jar, jelly, and jeans. 


__________________________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


__________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 18
Review letters and numbers:
a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j, k, l, m, n, o, p, r, s, t, u, v, w, x, y 
0 through 14

Theme: Five Senses: “The Science Fair”
Letters: z z (dots 1-3-5-6), q q (dots 1-2-3-4-5)
Words: as z (dots 1-3-5-6), 
	quite q (dots 1-2-3-4-5), see see
Number: 15 #ae (dots 3-4-5-6, 1, 1-5)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we will read the story “The Science Fair,” about kids using different senses to learn about simple science experiments. Ask your child about the story.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Mystery Items: Gather a few items from around your home that smell, make a sound, have interesting textures, or are edible. Ask your child to use his/her senses to identify the items.

2. Play the “I’m thinking of …” game with your child. Take turns describing things in your home using the different senses in your description and have the other person guess the item. For example, you or your child might say, “I’m thinking of something that is round, feels bumpy on the outside, has a good smell, and tastes sweet.” (an orange)

3. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days.
· Practice reading and writing the letters z and q and the number 15. Select a few review letters and numbers to read and write.
· Throughout this lesson, we will be learning the sounds of the letters z and q. Together, look for and/or label items in your home that begin with z and q such as zipper, zip close bag, zucchini, quilt, and a quiet place.

The next lesson (Lesson 19) will be a checkup of skills and concepts from Lessons 1 through 18.


_________________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


_________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 20
Review letters and numbers:
a through z
0 through 15

Theme: Dwellings: From the City to the Country 
Words: all all (dots 1, 1-2-3, 1-2-3), 
	your yr (dots 1-3-4-5-6, 1-2-3-5)
Number: 16 #af (dots 3-4-5-6, 1, 1-2-4)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we are reading the book From the City to the Country, which is about a city family that visits their relatives who live in the country. Ask your child about the story.

Accompanying this letter is an additional page about two new activities for your child this week: a list of questions to discuss about your home and a Word Ring for you to keep. Please read the page and complete the activities with your child. 

In addition, try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. [bookmark: _Hlk38278718]The book for this lesson includes some Spanish words. Share with your child any Spanish words you might know. Talk about any relatives or persons you know who can speak Spanish or another language. Visit a Mexican restaurant and help your child order something to eat. Ask the server to translate some of the dishes.

2. In the story, the children walk by a laundromat in the city. If your child is unfamiliar with this type of business, talk about it and, if possible, visit one together. Take a sensory walk through the laundromat. Encourage your child to listen to, smell, and feel what is happening. 

3. In the story, one of the children hears a whip-poor-will. This bird is awake only at night and sings a distinct song for which it is named. Use the Internet to search for “whip-poor-will song” and listen to its call together. 

4. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days. 
· Practice reading and writing the number 16. Select a few review letters and numbers to read and write.
· Practice reading the words from the new Word Ring. 


__________________________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visually Impairments 	E-mail	Phone Number


__________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten “My Home” Questions and Word Ring

Dear Parent/Guardian,

“My Home” Book Activity This week, your child will begin creating a book about his/her home. Today, he/she is bringing home a list of “research” questions to ask you. Discuss your child’s questions and consider asking a few questions of your own. For example, you could ask, “How many rooms does our house have?” or “Is it in the city or the country?”. You might be surprised by what pops up in the discussion! 

It is not necessary to write the answers to the questions but encourage your child to remember the research discussion to share with me at school. This information will help your child to complete his/her book and make it more interesting. Look forward to reading the book together when it is completed and brought home!

Home Word Ring A Word Ring is included with this letter for you to keep at home. The purpose of the Home Word Ring is to provide extra practice with common words that your child is learning at school. Like the alphabet and number cards, Word Ring cards are orientated by placing the cut corner to the top right so that the braille is right side up. Additional word cards to be added to the Word Ring will be sent home with the letter for each lesson for the rest of the school year. Your child should practice reading the words on the Word Ring regularly. 

Here are some suggestions for games and activities to use with the Word Ring:

· Read a card on the Word Ring and take turns creating a sentence with the word. 
· Remove several cards from the Word Ring and place them in a bag or sack. Take turns pulling a card from the bag and reading the word. 
· Choose a few word cards from the Word Ring and put each card in a place your child is sure to find it, such as by their toothbrush, inside a shoe, or on a pillow. When each word card is found, have your child bring it to you to read. 

Thank you for helping with these activities. Your support and involvement are very important to your child’s success!


______________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 21
Review letters and numbers:
a through z
0 through 16

Theme: Dwellings: From the City to the Country
Words: on on (dots 1-3-5, 1-3-4-5), 
little ll (dots 1-2-3, 1-2-3)
Number: 17 #ag (dots 3-4-5-6, 1, 1-2-4-5)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, your child will retell the story of From the City to the Country. Later in the lesson, we will read a short story titled “Animal Homes in the Woodlands.” 

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. This week, your child is learning about animal dwellings. Take a walk outside and search together for an animal home (e.g., a nest, hole in a tree or the ground, or a dirt mound). Talk about what animal might live there and how the home was made.

2. Vocabulary words this week include cave, burrow, and hibernate. Help your child build a “cave” using some bedding, a table, and/or chairs; then “burrow” inside to “hibernate.” Talk about the meaning of these words as you play. 

3. The consonant blends sk and sn were introduced this week. Act out some words that begin with sn (sneek, sniff, snuggle) and sk (skip, touch your skin, point to the sky). When you are done, have a snack and practice a skill (see number 5).

4. Your child will be learning more about dwellings in this lesson. Have a family discussion about what makes your home a good place for you all to live. 

5. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days. 
· Practice reading and writing the number 17. Select a few review letters and numbers to read and write.
· Add the new words on and little to the Word Ring. Practice reading some of the words on the Word Ring every day.


_______________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


_______________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 22
Review letters and numbers:
a through z
0 through 17

Theme: Dwellings: “Homes Up, Down, and All Around” 
Words: me me (dots 1-3-4, 1-5), 
	they !y (dots 2-3-4-6, 1-3-4-5-6) 
Number: 18 #ah (dots 3-4-5-6, 1, 1-2-5)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we will read the story “Homes Up, Down, and All Around,” about the different places a home can be found: above the ground, underground, on the water, or on wheels. Ask your child about the story.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Talk with your child about where the family home is built. Is it on the ground, on wheels, or on the water? Think about some homes of relatives and friends that might be found somewhere different. Talk about how each home is different. 

2. If possible, visit a home that is different from yours, for example a mobile home/recreational vehicle, a houseboat, or an energy-efficient home built partially inground. Explore the differences and have fun talking about them!

3. Saving energy and resources are important concepts today. The story this week mentions that cave homes stay naturally cool in hot climates. This saves energy. Talk with your child about what people can do to save energy: turn off lights and running water when not being used, close the door when going outside, and so forth. Ask your child to choose one task that saves energy to practice for the week. 

4. A new vocabulary word this week is recreation. Talk about the recreational activities your family enjoys, and ask your child to tell you what he/she likes the best. 

5. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days. 
· Practice reading and writing the number 18. Select a few review letters and numbers to read and write.
· Add the new words me and they to the Word Ring. Practice reading some of the words on the Word Ring every day.


__________________________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


__________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 23
Review letters and numbers:
a through z
0 through 18

Theme: Friends: The Invisible Boy
Words: are >e (dots 3-4-5, 1-5), 
	friend fr (dots 1-2-4, 1-2-3-5)
Number: 19 #ai (dots 3-4-5-6, 1, 2-4)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we are reading the book The Invisible Boy, which is about a boy named Brian. Brian feels left out at school until he makes a new friend. Ask your child about the book.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

With your child, think up questions and comments that your child could use with a new friend at school to start a conversation.

Talk about how everyone has the experience of feeling left out or invisible sometimes. Talk about a time when you felt invisible and what you said or did in that situation. 

Talk about a time when you noticed someone was being left out and what you said or did to include them. When someone else is feeling left out, what could you say or do?

Help your child invite a friend for a playdate at your home or community park. Let your child plan a few activities and a simple snack to share with a friend. 

Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days.
· Practice reading and writing the number 19. Select a few review letters and numbers to read and write.
· Add the new words are and friend to the Word Ring. Practice reading some of the words on the Word Ring every day.


___________________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


___________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 24
Review letters and numbers:
a through z
0 through 19

Theme: Friends: The Invisible Boy 
Words: he he (dots 1-2-5, 1-5), she %e (dots 1-4-6, 1-5)
Number: 20 #bj (dots 3-4-5-6, 1-2, 2-4-5)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, your child will retell the story of The Invisible Boy. Later in the lesson, we will read a short story titled “A Good Party After All.” In this short story, Flora must make a sudden change to her outdoor party plan when it begins to rain, and the party guests all have different opinions about what to do. Ask your child about the story.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

Talk with your child about the special celebrations your family shares with friends or relatives for which you sent or received an invitation by mail or email. What kind of party was it? Who was invited? Where was it? What food did you eat, and what games did you play?

Share family stories and experiences when plans had to be suddenly changed and what you did instead. It might be a party or event, a family outing, or a trip that needed to be changed. How did your family decide what the new plan would be? What were people’s different opinions? 

Together, look at family photos of special events (such as a birthday or other get-togethers) and describe the pictures to your child: who is in the picture, what they are doing, what kind of party it was, or other memorable things about the people and event. 

Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days. 
· Practice reading and writing the number 20. Select a few review letters and numbers to read and write.
· Add the new words he and she to the Word Ring. Practice reading some of the words on the Word Ring every day.


____________________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


____________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 25
Review letters and numbers:
a through z
0 through 20

Theme: Friends: “A Mix-It-Up Lunch”
Words: good gd (dots 1-2-4-5, 1-4-5), 
	said sd (dots 2-3-4, 1-4-5)


Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we will read the story “A Mix-It-Up Lunch.” In this story, Izzy (a girl who has been in other stories) has a chance to sit with classmates she doesn’t know very well. They ask each other questions to learn about one another. Ask your child about the story.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Talk with your child about times in your life when you made new friends. How did you do it?

2. At a family meal, go around in a circle asking the person to your right a question about themselves (like Izzy and her classmates did in the story). You could also try playing a game like High/Low or Rose and Thorn where you tell each other the best and worst part of your day.

3. Help your child record or write down a list of questions to ask a new friend to get to know them better. 

4. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days. 
· Select a few letters and numbers (from 0 through 20) to read and write.
· Add the new words good and said to the Word Ring. Practice reading some of the words on the Word Ring every day.


______________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


______________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 26

Theme: Animals: Backyard Animals 
Words: what :at, did did 

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we are reading the book Backyard Animals, which is about animals that can be commonly found in neighborhoods (squirrel, raccoon, cardinal, bullfrog, deer, cricket, and painted turtle). Ask your child about the book.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Talk with your child about different animals that are common in your backyard and neighborhood. Provide information and answer questions about these animals. During the day, go outside with your child and ask him/her to listen for different bird calls and sounds. In the evening, go outside to listen for other animals, such as frogs and crickets. 

2. Help your child make a simple bird feeder or place seeds in a dish in your yard. Allow your child to check periodically over the next several days to see if birds have eaten the provided food. Point out that sometimes other critters, such as squirrels and raccoons, like to dine on bird seed as well. Be sure to have your child wash his/her hands when finished.  

3. Visit a local pet store to allow your child to examine various animals as permitted by the store, such as frogs, crickets, turtles, and birds. Discuss their different attributes, such as size and texture. 

4. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days. 
· Select a few letters and numbers (from 0 through 20) to read and write.
· Add the new words what and did to the Word Ring. Practice reading some of the words on the Word Ring every day.


_______________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


_______________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 27

Theme: Animals: Backyard Animals 
Words: this ?, in 9 

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, your child will retell the book Backyard Animals. Later in the lesson, we will read a poem titled “Sounds All Around.”

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Be on the lookout for opportunities to show your child tracks from different animals in the yard, at the beach, in the snow, or at a park. Allow the child to feel them, as appropriate, and make his/her own!

2. Explore the free National Audubon Bird Guide App available at www.audubon.org. Have fun listening to calls of birds native to your area on the app, then try to identify various birdcalls as a family while in the yard or at a park.

3. Read a story or sing a song about animals, such as “Old MacDonald,” “Five Little Ducks,” or “Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed.” Then talk about the animals: Do they live near you? Have you ever seen or heard one in person?

4. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days. 
· Select a few letters and numbers (from 0 through 20) to read and write.
· Add the new words this and in to the Word Ring. Practice reading some of the words on the Word Ring every day.


_______________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


_______________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.

BOP Kindergarten Lesson 28

Theme: Animals: “S’more S’mores, Please!”
Word: there "!

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we will read the story “S’more S’mores, Please!,” about Izzy and Luke’s camping trip where they gather firewood, help cook, and eat s’mores. Ask your child about the story.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Take your child to a day use or overnight campground to experience the sounds and smells of nature. Have your child explore the picnic tables, water pump, fire circle, grill, and any other amenities.

2. Discuss packing for trips, and ask your child to practice packing for a trip, gathering the correct number of outfits and other items needed.

3. Make your own s’mores at home using the broiler in the oven, a toaster oven, or a microwave.

4. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days. 
· Select a few letters and numbers (from 0 through 20) to read and write.
· Add the new word there to the Word Ring. Practice reading some of the words on the Word Ring every day.


_______________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


_______________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.

BOP Kindergarten Lesson 30

Theme: Bugs: Five Fabulous Insects
Words: be 2 (dots 2-3), who :o (dots 1-5-6, 1-3-5)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we are reading the book Five Fabulous Insects, which is about the favorite insects of a girl named Shakia. Ask your child about the story.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Talk with your child about a few insects that might be found in your area. Share any funny or interesting experiences you have had with an insect or bug. 

2. Discuss how some insects can help us. Honeybees make honey we can eat, ladybugs eat other insects that harm good plants, earthworms dig through soil making holes in which seeds can grow, dragonflies eat mosquitoes, and so forth. 

3. Buy a jar of honey with the honeycomb. Let your child taste and touch the honey and the comb (it’s sticky but fun!). Talk a bit about the taste and share that the flavor of honey can be different and why (bees visit and feed on many different kinds of flowers, which affects how it tastes). 

4. If the season permits, go outside with your child during the day and after dark. Be still and listen to the sounds; identify the various sounds and listen for those made by insects. Some insects are quiet, but some sing loudly at certain times of the day or night.

5. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days. 
· Select a few letters and numbers (from 0 through 20) to read and write.
· Add the new words be and who to the Word Ring. Practice reading some of the words on the Word Ring every day.


________________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 31

Theme: Bugs: “Spectacular Spiders”
Words: of ( (dots 1-2-3-5-6), no no

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, your child will retell information learned in the book Five Fabulous Insects. Later in the lesson, we will read a short story titled “Spectacular Spiders.”

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Visit a local pet store. Ask to look at, or purchase, a few crickets and mealworms for your child to examine. Research these insects on the Internet with your child to learn more about them. 

2. Look for abandoned spiderwebs or cobwebs around your home or yard. Help your child explore them and discuss features such as size, texture, and location. 

3. Help your child create a pretend spiderweb with masking tape. Attach intersecting long strips of tape in multiple directions in a doorway, window, or between two pieces of furniture. Allow your child to place tiny balls of paper, small pieces of cereal, or small craft items like beads or pompoms on the web. Explain to your child that these items stick to the web just as insects stick to a spider’s web.  

4. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days. 
· Select a few letters and numbers (from 0 through 20) to read and write.
· Add the new words of and no to the Word Ring. Practice reading some of the words on the Word Ring every day.


_______________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


_______________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 32

Theme: Bugs: “Don’t Bug Me” 
Words: one "o (dot 5, dots 1-3-5), two two (dots 2-3-4-5, 2-4-5-6, 1-3-5)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we will read the story “Don’t Bug Me!” about Izzy’s family camping trip and how she learns that insects may be a nuisance, but they can also be helpful. Ask your child about the story.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Take a mini camping trip in the backyard or go on a boat/canoe ride. Talk with your child about any insects encountered and the sounds, smells, and other things he/she may notice. 

2. A new vocabulary word this week is life jacket. Let your child try on a life jacket or help recall when he/she wore one. Talk about why people wear life jackets or life vests and how they help a person to float in the water. 

3. Talk with your child about how insects can help us or the environment. Share the name of your favorite insect or a funny story about insects. 

4. This week’s story mentions playing car games when going on a trip. On your next outing, engage your child in a fun car game such as “Name That Animal” (give a clue like “this animal has fur and lives in trees”) or “Think of a Word” (name a word that starts with each letter of the alphabet in order).

5. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days. 
· Select a few letters and numbers (from 0 through 20) to read and write.
· Add the new words one and two to the Word Ring. Practice reading some of the words on the Word Ring every day.


______________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


______________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 33

Theme: At the Beach: Izzy’s Beach Birthday Adventure 
Words: out | (dots 1-2-5-6), now n[ (dots 1-3-4-5, dots 2-4-6)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we are reading the book Izzy’s Beach Birthday Adventure, which is about a girl and her family who spend her birthday at the beach and boardwalk. Ask your child about the story.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Allow your child to play and dig in a sandbox or sand table. Provide sand toys, buckets, cups and/or scoops, and water to wet some of the sand. Teach your child how to make sandcastles by packing the sand in a cup or small bucket. Compare the textures of the wet and dry sand and which is needed to make a castle. (Use kitchen items or inexpensive sand toys from a dollar store. Bags of sand can often be found at home improvement stores.)

2. Have a pretend beach day (or real one if possible). Help your child gather beach accessories, such as a swimsuit, sunscreen, hat, sunglasses, flip-flops, towel, sand toys, beach bag, beach ball, inner tube, blanket, towel, snacks, and water. Allow your child to dress up, and play together with the beach gear.

3. Consider enrolling your child in swim lessons and/or have a swimming play day at a local, lifeguard-supervised beach or aquatic center.

4. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days. 
· Select a few letters and numbers (from 0 through 20) to read and write.
· Add the new words out and now to the Word Ring. Practice reading some of the words on the Word Ring every day.


_______________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


_______________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 34

Theme: At the Beach: “Dogs of the Sea”
Words: was 0 (dots 3-5-6), down d[n

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, your child will retell the story of Izzy’s Beach Birthday Adventure. Later in the lesson, we will read a short story titled “Dogs of the Sea.”

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Visit a local aquarium or touch tank with your child. This experience can provide your child with increased understanding of sea life. Programs and exhibits may be available through local marine life programs or zoos.  

2. Visit a local sporting goods store. Allow your child to examine various water sport items such as kayaks, surfboards, paddles, bodyboards, canoes, and wetsuits. Discuss details such as size, shape, texture, and unique features. Friends, neighbors, and other local stores may also be a resource for water sport related items.

3. Make an octopus craft with your child. Stuff a lunch-sized paper bag with crumpled paper or tissue to make the body of the octopus. Tie a piece of string around the opening, leaving at least two inches of the edge of the bag above the tie. Attach eight individual strips of paper, ribbon, or pipe cleaners, approximately six inches in length, to represent the legs of the octopus. Turn the bag upside down and attach two buttons, googly eyes, or paper circles to represent the eyes. Ask your child to identify the parts of the octopus. Enjoy!

4. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days. 
· Select a few letters and numbers (from 0 through 20) to read and write.
· Add the new words was and down to the Word Ring. Practice reading some of the words on the Word Ring every day.


_______________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


_______________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.


BOP Kindergarten Lesson 35

Theme: At the Beach: “Samir and the Sea Creatures” 
Words: here "h (dot 5, dots 1-2-5), its xs (dots 1-3-4-6, dots 2-3-4)

Dear Parent/Guardian,

In this lesson, we will read the story “Samir and the Sea Creatures,” which is about a boy who is playing with sea creatures in a toy store. Ask your child about the story.

Please try to do one or more of the following activities together. Circle any that you complete. Then sign and return this letter by __________ (date).

1. Examine various seashells with your child. Discuss characteristics such as shape, texture, and size, as well as what kind of sea creature may have lived in the shell. Local beaches, schools, community programs, and craft stores may have seashells available for exploration.

2. Visit a seafood market or the meat and seafood counter at a local grocery store. If possible, ask permission for your child to examine various sea animals in their natural form (with shells and exoskeletons) such as crabs, crab legs, lobsters, clams, or oysters. Discuss the size, shape, texture, and unique features of the animal with your child. Consider buying one whole shrimp, scallop, octopus tentacle, or other seafood for your child to examine. 

3. Make a fish craft with your child. Cut out a fish shape from cardboard or a paper plate. Have your child glue paper strips, ribbon, pom-poms, beads, buttons, or sequins on the fish to decorate it. When finished, add a magnet to the back to display it on a refrigerator, attach a craft stick to make a puppet, or punch a hole and hang it with yarn. 

4. Have fun with reading and writing activities over the next several days. 
· Select a few letters and numbers (from 0 through 20) to read and write.
· Add the new words here and its to the Word Ring. Practice reading some of the words on the Word Ring every day.


_________________________________________________________________________
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments	E-mail	Phone Number


_________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please provide any comments you have on the back of this page.
